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INTRODUCTION

Over the previous decade there has been a revalution in information storage,
retrieval and processing. In medicine, information formerly available only in printed
indexes is now searchable on computerized databases. We took advantage of this
technology to create the database ftoin which this bibliography is produced. The
creation of a database allows the bibliography to become an on-going project capable
of tracking publication activities of the hospital staff for years to come.

This is the first staff bibliography of this type produced for the Walter Reed Army
Medical Center (WRAMC), and it is intended to be th, frst volne -. n annali
-eries. The impetus Ior this work, aone by the Medical Library staff, came from a
variety of sources. Our patrons have mentioned the difficulty of keeping up with
recent research projects, especially outside of their own department or service. We
felt that a hospital-wide bib~iography would allow WRAMC staff and others access to
the extensive, ongoing medical research and publication activity at Walter Reed.
This initial volume describes our methodology and organizes the bibliography in two
ways. The first section contains a hospital-wide list of citations sorted by the
primary author's last name. The second part displays the same citations by hospital
department or service. This volume covers material published during the years 1986
through 1989. Future volumes are expected to be issued yearly and will include any
appropriate works not previously listed, as well as those published in the new year
covered.

We wish to thank all the authors and staff who provided us with information about
publications. Although we have made every effort to make this bibliography as
complete as possible, we realize that some publications may have been
unintentionally excluded. There are several reasons for this. Certain types of
publications are not accessible by our computers. For example, we have no way to
access information about book chapters, pamphlets, and articles published in journals
not indexed by the databases we searched. For these, we must depend on the
authors to let us know when their work is published.

Comments on this bibliography are welcome so that enhancements could be made in
the future. Please direct your comments and additional information about
publications to Judith Hartman in the Medical Library.

METHODOLOGY

The following procedures define the methods used to create the WA.MC
bibliography. Please note that 6his methodology is not necessarily intended to be a
standard. Our approach to the creation of a hospital bibliography is only one of
many possibilities.

0 POPULATION DEFIN7TION. Chcose manageable parameters "o include or
exclude authors. The WY .AM( bibliography includes all medical staff
(physicians, nurses, and allied health personnel) currently assigned to Walter
Reed. Excluded are fr~ineriW-,,C taff and Lidividiais ,stigned to the
various tenant activities.



o POTENTIAL AUTHORS. We received military physician lists from Clinical
Support Services and the Military Personnel Division. The Civilian Personnel
Office provided printouts with names of civilian physicians. Interlibrary loan
request forms and Library registrations provided additional sources of names.

0 MEDICAL STAFF INPUT. Letters requesting publication lists were mailed
and hand carried to all hospital medical departments, services and clinics.
Personal visits were made to the above sites to ask for publication 0
information. Printed handouts were distributed at the circulation desk. To
encourage staff interest in the project, bulletin boards in the Library and
hospital lobby display journal reprints bv WPAMC authors. Direct staff input,
however, accounts for only about thirty percent (30%( of publication
information. The majority of the bibiiographic information is downloaded by
computer from online databases. 0

o ONLINE DATABASES SELECTION. The National Library of Medicine's
(NLM) MEDLINE database was searched for journal articles and NLM's
CATLINE database for book authorship.

o DATES OF INCLUSION. We chose the last four (4) years (1986- 1989) as an
initial search parameter using the current MEDLINE (1989) and one backfile
(1986-1988).

0 SOFTWARE EVALUATION. Various communication and bibliographic
database management programs for searching, saving and editing publications
were appraised. We chose Crosstalk XVI [3.611 for online searching, Biblio-
Links [1.21 for reformatting and Pro-Cite [1.41 for editing downloaded files.
The American Medical Association punctuation format (a Pro-Cite option) is
used for citation display. WordPerfect [5.11 is used to format and polish the
final bibliography.

0 CITATION INCLUSION. Journal articles, books, book chapters and letters
indexed by MEDLINE are included. Abstracts, presentations, "in press" or
"submitted for review" items are excluded because the information could not be
verified by the Library staff.

o CITATION VERIFICATION. Verification means that the bibliographer must
be absolutely certain that the source of the citation exists. Publications lists
provided by medical staff may be incorrect or inconsistent with computer
generated citations. Citation verification is mandatory. Publication lists
provided by staff members are checked against printouts from MEDLINE.
Discrepancies are further verified in Index Medicus or the physical volume.
All book citations are verified in the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC)
database. OCLC is an online union catalog containing over twenty-one million
bibliographic records. Verification is the most labor intensive activity in
bibliographic preparation and is absolutely essential. If a questionable citation
is not verifiable, it iz not in the bibliography.



This methodology was used to create a bibliographic database that currently contains
1037 citations. The current software allows sorting by author and department.
Sorts by services within department may be possible for future updates.
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